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Theological Education in Africa
Theological education in Africa takes place in a variety of institutions. University faculties of theology, some church-related, others ecumenical or non-denominational, are few in number. This paucity is relative to the interest in the subject among students and the continuing importance of religion and Christianity in African society. Academic theology is being challenged by the continuing claims of indigenous thought and observances on African Christians, and also by the pressures of secularism and pluralism for a non-confessional approach to the study of religion. Theology faculties are accordingly having to define themselves anew to justify their place in the university and to maintain or adapt their Christian character to their African context.
Departments
of religious studies, sponsored by the state as participants in the training of primary and secondary teachers, are perhaps more widespread than theology faculties. The issues of pluralism and relevance to Africa are felt no less keenly than in theology faculties, and religious studies departments face additional challenges. The religious studies component in a humanities or education degree is unlikely to exceed half the curriculum, which limits both teaching and reading time. The wider range of material to be covered, and the wider range of courses individual lecturers are expected to teach, clearly has implications for the depth and creativity possible in such contexts. At the same time the secular ethos of humanities and education faculties can stimulate critical thinking on religious issues and interdisciplinary methods of research and analysis to an extent not always found in theology faculties.
Important
as faculties of theology and departments of religious studies are, most theological education in Africa takes place outside the
